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  All Korean high school students: burden of  
taking the CSAT. 

  Pretty much determines the colleges available
 for you in Korea. 
◦ Working hours start at 10 a.m. 
◦ Early morning planes grounded 
◦ Empty streets to accommodate students 
◦ Even police cars offer rides to students 



  has been quite controversial 

  It determines how an individual is valued and 
judged – by one single huge test. 

  It’s only once per year, unlike the SATs. 



  Although praised by President Obama and  
others and held up as a role model, it has many  
side effects 

  CSAT determines young people’s futures 

  Imperative for a new education system for Korea 
– focus on individual interest 



  Psychological burden and excessive stress. 

  One of the highest suicide rates among high  
school students in the world. 
◦ no hope of future = depression. 

  most Korean parents = education as #1  
priority in life… 



  Social problem = graduates only look for  
high-end jobs (Samsung, LG,,,) 

  Unemployment rate among young people is 
 very high = hard to match positions  
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  Schedule CSAT more than once a year to give 
more opportunities. 

  Less focus on just one exam but more focus 
on the overall three years of high school life 

  Better communication between students and 
parents 
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